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General Requirements and Restrictions for European Grants 
 

1. Legal Entity Status: 
 

Applicants must be legal entities registered within the European Union or associated 

countries. Legal entities eligible for European grants can vary depending on the specific grant 

program and its objectives. However, here are some common types of entities that are typically 

eligible: 

1. Universities and Research Institutions: 

2. Public Authorities and Government Agencies: 

3. Non-Profit Organizations and NGOs: 

4. Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs): 

5. Large Corporations and Industry Partners: 

6. Sole Proprietorships and Freelancers: 

It's essential for applicants to carefully review the eligibility criteria outlined in the grant call 

or program guidelines to ensure their organization meets the necessary requirements. Additionally, 

specific grants may have additional eligibility criteria tailored to their objectives and target 

beneficiaries. 

 

2. Project Scope and Objectives: 
 

Grants are often specific to certain areas such as research, innovation, social development, 

environmental sustainability, etc. Projects must align closely with the objectives outlined in the grant 

call or program guidelines.  

 

3. Eligible Activities: 
 

Grants may have restrictions on the types of activities that can be funded. For instance, 

certain costs like overheads or indirect expenses might not be covered. Activities must be clearly 

defined and contribute directly to the project's goals. 

 

Example of some eligible activities from various areas: 

1. Research and Development (R&D): 

• Conducting fundamental research to advance scientific knowledge in various fields such as 

biology, chemistry, physics, etc. 
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• Developing innovative technologies, products, or processes with commercial potential. 

• Collaborating with academic institutions, research centers, and industry partners to address 

specific research challenges. 

2. Innovation and Technology Transfer: 

• Translating research findings into practical applications or commercial products. 

• Prototyping, testing, and piloting new technologies or solutions in real-world settings. 

• Establishing technology transfer offices or innovation hubs to facilitate knowledge exchange 

and industry-academia collaborations. 

3. Entrepreneurship and Business Development: 

• Supporting startups, SMEs, and entrepreneurs in launching and scaling innovative ventures. 

• Providing mentoring, training, and networking opportunities for aspiring entrepreneurs. 

• Investing in incubators, accelerators, and business support organizations to foster a vibrant 

entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

4. Education and Training: 

• Developing and delivering training programs, courses, and workshops to enhance skills and 

competencies in various sectors. 

• Promoting lifelong learning initiatives to address emerging needs in the labor market. 

• Supporting vocational education and apprenticeship schemes to bridge the skills gap and 

promote employment. 

5. Social Innovation and Inclusion: 

• Addressing social challenges such as poverty, inequality, and exclusion through innovative 

approaches. 

• Implementing community-based projects to improve access to healthcare, education, 

housing, etc. 

6. Environmental Sustainability and Conservation: 

• Undertaking initiatives to mitigate climate change, reduce carbon emissions, and promote 

renewable energy sources. 

• Implementing nature conservation projects to protect biodiversity, restore ecosystems, and 

enhance ecosystem services. 

• Promoting sustainable resource management practices in agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and 

water management. 

7. Cultural Heritage Preservation and Promotion: 

• Preserving and safeguarding cultural heritage sites, monuments, artifacts, and traditions. 

• Digitizing cultural assets and making them accessible to the public through digital platforms 

and virtual exhibitions. 
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• Promoting cultural exchange, dialogue, and cooperation across borders to foster mutual 

understanding and appreciation. 

These examples demonstrate the diverse range of activities that may be eligible for funding through 

European grants, reflecting the European Union's priorities and objectives in areas such as research, 

innovation, social cohesion, environmental sustainability, and cultural diversity. Applicants should 

carefully review the specific eligibility criteria and funding priorities outlined in each grant call or 

program guidelines to ensure alignment with their proposed activities. 

 

4. Budget Allocation: 
 

There are usually limits on the amount of funding that can be requested. Funding may be 

provided as a lump sum or allocated to specific budget categories such as personnel costs, 

equipment, travel, etc. 

Budget allocation is a crucial aspect of European grants, and it involves determining how the 

available funds will be distributed among different cost categories to support the proposed activities 

effectively. Here's a more detailed breakdown of budget allocation for European grants: 

1. Personnel Costs: 

• This category includes salaries, wages, and other personnel-related expenses for individuals 

directly involved in the project. 

• Salaries should be calculated based on actual working hours or a predetermined percentage 

of full-time equivalent (FTE). 

• Rates for personnel costs are typically based on actual salaries or standardized rates set by 

the funding agency. 

2. Travel: 

• Funds allocated for travel expenses related to project activities, such as attending meetings, 

conferences, workshops, or fieldwork. 

• Allowable expenses may include airfare, train tickets, accommodation, meals, and local 

transportation. 

• Costs should be calculated based on actual expenses incurred and documented with receipts 

or travel invoices. 

• Per diem rates may be applied for subsistence costs, depending on the duration and location 

of travel. 

3. Equipment and Infrastructure: 

• Funds for the purchase, rental, or lease of equipment, machinery, instrumentation, and 

infrastructure necessary for project implementation. 

• Eligible equipment may include laboratory apparatus, computers, software licenses, 

specialized tools, etc. 
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• Costs should be justified based on the project's technical requirements and added value to 

the research or innovation objectives. 

• Depreciation or amortization costs may be considered for long-term assets used beyond the 

project's duration. 

4. Materials and Supplies: 

• Budget for purchasing consumable goods, materials, chemicals, reagents, and other supplies 

required for project experiments, tests, or demonstrations. 

• Costs should be based on estimated quantities, unit prices, and suppliers' quotations where 

applicable. 

• Justification should be provided for the necessity and relevance of specific materials to the 

project's goals. 

5. Subcontracting and Third-Party Services: 

• Funds allocated for outsourcing specific project tasks or services to external providers, 

subcontractors, consultants, or service providers. 

• Subcontracted activities may include data analysis, software development, technical support, 

training, or specialized expertise not available in-house. 

• Costs should be based on fair market rates, competitive bidding processes, or negotiated 

agreements with subcontractors. 

6. Overheads and Indirect Costs: 

• Provision for covering indirect expenses associated with project management, 

administration, facilities, and general overheads. 

• Indirect costs may include utilities, office rent, insurance, telecommunications, utilities, and 

administrative support services. 

• Rates for indirect costs are often calculated as a percentage of eligible direct costs, subject to 

caps or maximum limits set by the funding agency. 

7. Contingency and Miscellaneous Expenses: 

• Reserve funds set aside to cover unforeseen expenses, emergencies, or changes in project 

scope or circumstances. 

• Contingency budgets provide flexibility to address unexpected challenges, risks, or 

opportunities that may arise during project implementation. 

• Justification should be provided for the allocation of contingency funds and how they will be 

managed and utilized. 

8. Management and Coordination: 

• Budget for project management, coordination, and administration activities, including 

personnel time, office expenses, communication, and project meetings. 

• Costs may include salaries for project managers, coordinators, administrative staff, as well as 

office supplies, communication tools, and meeting facilities. 
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• Adequate resources should be allocated to ensure effective project oversight, 

communication, and coordination among project partners. 

9. Evaluation and Dissemination: 

• Funds for monitoring, evaluation, and dissemination activities to assess project progress, 

outcomes, and impacts and communicate findings to relevant stakeholders. 

• Costs may include evaluation studies, surveys, data collection, analysis, reporting, as well as 

dissemination events, publications, websites, and communication materials. 

• Evaluation and dissemination activities are essential for maximizing the project's visibility, 

relevance, and long-term sustainability. 

10. Intellectual Property (IP) Management: 

• Budget for managing intellectual property rights (IPR) generated during the project, including 

patenting, licensing, technology transfer, and commercialization activities. 

• Costs may include legal fees, patent applications, market studies, IP protection, and 

negotiation of licensing agreements with industry partners. 

• Adequate resources should be allocated to ensure effective IP management and exploitation 

strategies that maximize the socio-economic impact of project results. 

11. Training and Capacity Building: 

• Budget for organizing training courses, workshops, seminars, and capacity-building activities 

to enhance the skills and competencies of project participants and stakeholders. 

• Costs may include venue rental, training materials, trainers' fees, travel expenses, and 

participants' stipends or scholarships. 

• Training and capacity-building activities contribute to the long-term sustainability and legacy 

of the project by building local expertise and fostering knowledge exchange and collaboration. 

12. Dissemination and Communication: 

• Budget for disseminating project results, outputs, and findings to target audiences through 

various communication channels, including publications, conferences, workshops, media, and online 

platforms. 

• Costs may include design and production of communication materials, website development, 

social media campaigns, and participation in dissemination events. 

• Effective dissemination and communication activities enhance the visibility, impact, and 

uptake of project results among key stakeholders, including policymakers, practitioners, industry, 

academia, and the general public. 

Budget allocation should be based on a careful assessment of the project's objectives, work plan, and 

resource requirements, ensuring that funds are distributed equitably and effectively to achieve the 

desired outcomes and deliverables. Applicants should adhere to the budgetary guidelines and 

regulations specified in the grant call or program guidelines and provide detailed justifications for 

each budget item to demonstrate its necessity, relevance, and value for project implementation. 

Additionally, budget management and reporting mechanisms should be established to monitor 
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expenditures, track budget variances, and ensure compliance with funding requirements throughout 

the project lifecycle. 

 

5. Match Funding or Co-Financing: 
 

Many grants require applicants to contribute a percentage of the project costs from their 

own resources. Co-financing ratios vary depending on the grant program and project type, varying 

form 15%-50%. 

 

6. Intellectual Property (IP) Rights: 
 

Grants often include provisions regarding the ownership and exploitation of intellectual 

property arising from funded projects. Applicants may need to outline their approach to IP 

management and commercialization. 

 

9. Reporting and Evaluation: 
 

Recipients are typically required to submit regular progress reports detailing project 

activities, expenditures, and outcomes. Grants may also involve independent evaluations or audits to 

assess project impact and compliance with grant conditions. 

 

10. Duration and Timelines: 
 

Projects must be completed within a specified timeframe, usually ranging from months to 

several years. Grants may have deadlines for application submission and project completion that 

applicants must adhere to. 

11.    Conclusion 
 

It's crucial for grant seekers to carefully review the specific requirements and restrictions 

outlined in each grant opportunity to ensure their eligibility and compliance with all conditions. 

For more information about Applicant Guidelines and open financing possibilities, you can 

visit the Ministry of Investments and European Projects page: https://mfe.gov.ro/calendar-apeluri-

de-proiecte/ . 

If you would like to inquire about your specific situation, starting from eligibility verification, 

please contact us by booking a free virtual consultation, by clicking the "Schedule a Call" button on 

our website www.grantguruconsulting.ro on the "Home" page, or by sending a request to the email 

address grantguruconsulting@outlook.com. 
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We look forward to hearing from you, 

 

GrantGuru Consulting Team 

 

 

Follow us on LinkedIn: GrantGuru Consulting SRL: About | LinkedIn 
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